
MUNICIPAL PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
July 27, 2020 

ATTENDANCE: 
Commission: Rowena Brown, Elizabeth Nance, Leonard Charron, Sarah Hadd, and Wesley 
Kempton 
Staff: Amanda Holland 
Public: Andy Alling (North Hero), Ben Joseph (North Hero)  
 
The Municipal Plan Review Committee held a remote meeting via zoom on July 27, 2020.  The 
meeting was opened by A. Holland at 5:30 PM. 

 
Additions and Deletions. None. 
  
Review Responsibilities of the Municipal Plan Review Committee  
A. Holland reviewed the purpose of the Committee, standards of review and process to be 
followed this evening.  
 
Election of Officers 
E. Nance nominated R. Brown for Chair. L. Charron seconded the nomination. All in favor. 
Nomination carried.  
R. Brown nominated E. Nance for Vice-Chair, L. Charron seconded the nomination.  All in favor. 
Nomination carried.  
 
Town & Village of Enosburgh Unified Plan Review  
R. Brown opened the public hearing at 5:46 PM. 
R. Brown commented the plan is well laid out and describes lots of projects both current and future. 
W. Kempton noted the plan was very in-depth.  
R. Brown closed the public hearing at 5:50pm. 
 
The Committee reviewed the provided materials and provided the feedback on the plan.  
S. Hadd provided comments on the enhanced energy element and stated that there could be more 
integrated into the plan to address greenhouse gas reduction; for example, the town could include 
composting as a way to reduce emissions which aligns with the state requirement.  The focus on 
meeting thermal targets was through heat pump technology and less of a focus on woody biomass; 
question as to whether biomass could help get them towards their goals faster. The Committee 
reviewed the energy planning standards checklist for municipal enhanced energy plans and found 
the answer on the checklist to be sufficient to meet the standards.  
 
S. Hadd noted the hazard mitigation section identified a potential risk with the dam and questioned 
whether there were any warnings posted on the dam and if that could be a potential issue for 
flooding. S. Hadd also noted the consideration in the plan of building codes is a big task for a small 
community and that the town should give themselves more credit in different areas of the plan. 
 
E. Nance moved to recommend regional approval of the Town & Village of Enosburgh Unified Plan, 
L. Charron seconded.  All in favor. Motion carried.  
 



W. Kempton motioned to recommend confirmation of the Town & Village of Enosburgh’s planning 
process to the Board of Commissioners. E. Nance seconded.  All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
E. Nance motioned to recommend to the Board of Commissioners that NRPC provide a positive 
determination of energy compliance to the Town & Village of Enosburgh.  L. Charron seconded.    
All in favor. Motion carried. 
  
Town of North Hero Plan Review  
R. Brown opened the public hearing at 6:01 PM. A. Holland noted that the Town of North Hero 
Planning Commission spearheaded the update of the town plan. The Implementation Assessment 
provided is a draft to be finalized by the PC at their meeting on 7/28. No further public comment 
was provided. R. Brown closed the public hearing at 6:07 pm. 
 
The Committee reviewed the provided materials and provided the feedback on the plan.  
E. Nance commended the Town on the concise and yet still thorough plan. 
 
S. Hadd noted that the plan places emphasis on planning for growth and would like additional 
information provided that aligns with this such as community demographics and trend in total 
population. The words “preserve” and “protect” were used frequently and context should be added 
to convey more specifically the intended action being sought.   
 
S. Hadd noted that the plan mentions the phosphorus TMDL but does not address blue green algae 
and questioned whether blooms were a problem in the area. R. Brown also noted this area could 
be further expanded in the next plan given the community depends on the lake for a water source.  
 
E. Nance stated she liked the presentation of the objectives and implementation strategies however 
would like to see more specifics on how they will be achieved. For instance, measurable goals that 
will lead to the objectives being met.   
W. Kempton mirrored this statement by noting the use of support and protect for many statements 
and that the plan could be further enhanced and strengthened by modifying this language.  
 
E. Nance moved to recommend regional approval of the Town of North Hero’s Town Plan, S. Hadd 
seconded.  All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
S. Hadd motioned to recommend confirmation of the Town of North Hero’s planning process to the 
Board of Commissioners. L. Charron seconded.  All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
Other Business 

• Discuss next Committee meeting date.  Potential for 3rd Monday in August. A. Holland 
will send out an email confirmation for committee availability.  

• E. Nance mentioned the Town of Swanton would like to connect with staff as they start to 
think about their plan update.   

 
Adjourn 
E. Nance motioned to adjourn, seconded by L. Charron. The Committee adjourned at 6:26 PM.  


