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PROJECT REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 1 
Wednesday, October 13, 2021 2 

The meeting of the Project Review Committee was held at the NRPC Conference Room, 75 Fairfield Street, St. 3 
Albans. A remote option was also available. Chair B. Buermann called the meeting to order at 6:02 PM.  4 
 5 
ATTENDANCE: 6 
Commission:  Garrett, Harold  ; Speer, Neal ; Steen, Colleen ; Demars, Howard ; Voegele, Albin ;  7 
Buermann, Robert ;  LaRocque, Alisha ; Waite, Kirk , Irwin, William   8 
 9 
Staff:  Emily Klofft. 10 
 11 
Guests: None 12 
 13 
Changes or Additions to the Agenda:  14 
None. 15 
 16 
Public Comment 17 
None.  18 
 19 
Minutes 20 
A. Voegele motioned to approve the minutes of the September 2021 meeting. H. Demars seconded. The motion 21 
carried with one abstention.  22 
 23 
Project Reviews: 24 
 25 
Section 248a- Bell Atlantic Mobile Systems of Allentown, Inc. and Cellco Partnership 26 
Project Details: The project is a 130’ telecommunications tower located off Fletcher Road in Fairfax, VT in the 27 
Fairfax Town Forest.  28 
 29 
E. Klofft noted that while the applicant did not respond to the Committee’s questions from the 60-day notice, 30 
the applicant had addressed those questions within the full application.  E. Klofft reviewed the draft project 31 
review sheet. According to the applicant the tower is needed to maintain the current service level for Version 32 
cellular service. The applicant considered two alternate sites, the water tower on the project parcel and the 33 
proposed Industrial Tower & Wireless telecommunications tower. They found that the water tower was too 34 
short to provide coverage and that the intervening terrain between the Industrial tower site and the 35 
applicant’s proposed site prevented co-location. In term of natural resource impacts, the project is located in a 36 
Town forest and a bat tree was identified near the project site. In terms of siting, the applicant is proposing a 37 
reduced height of 130’ to limit visual impacts and is proposing to paint the tower brown. A review of the 38 
aesthetics conducted by the applicant found that the project would have adverse impacts, but that those 39 
impacts would not be considered undue. E. Klofft reviewed the photo simulations of the project and map of 40 
project visual impact. 41 
 42 
B. Buermann stated that based on the photo simulations, the aesthetic impacts of the project were not 43 
outrageous. H. Demars stated that he believed the tower would be unsightly, but necessary to provide service.  44 
 45 
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C. Steen asked if there had been any local discussion of the project. E. Klofft stated that there had been public 1 
comments from adjoining property owners in the original 60-day notice provided by the applicant. That notice 2 
had expired, and no new comments were entered to the updated 60-day notice. E. Klofft reviewed the 3 
comments. Three neighbors had concerns about the proximity of the tower to their property, which they felt 4 
may negatively impact their property values. The Committee briefly discussed these public comments. The 5 
Committee generally felt that while there may be some aesthetic concerns, there was also an important need 6 
to provide quality cellular service in the area.  7 
 8 
A. Voegele motioned to find that project was in conformance with Regional Plan and does not have a 9 
substantial regional impact.  C. Steen seconded. The motion carried. 10 
 11 
Staff Review: Act 250- Vermont Agency of Transportation 12 
E. Klofft provided a brief overview of the project. VTrans is completing improvements to the current Franklin 13 
County Airport runway. E. Klofft stated that based on her review, she did not think the project would have a 14 
substantial regional impact, since these are mainly improvements to the already developed area. H. Demars 15 
asked if the State was required to follow stormwater rules for the airport. E. Klofft stated that she was unsure 16 
but would find the answer for the next meeting.  17 
 18 
Updates 19 
None. 20 
 21 
Other Business 22 
E. Klofft provided a brief explanation of the decommissioning plans required for solar projects, as was 23 
requested at the previous meeting. B. Buermann requested that staff add a further discussion of these plans 24 
to the agenda for the next meeting. 25 
 26 
Adjourn 27 
A. Voegele motioned to adjourn. Motion carried. The Committee adjourned at 6:34 PM.  28 
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