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POLICY/PROJECT REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 1 

 2 

WEDNESDAY, February 10, 2016 3 

 4 

The meeting of the Policy/Project Review Committee was held at Northwest Regional Planning 5 

Commission in St. Albans, VT.  At 5:46 PM, W. Irwin opened discussion.  The Committee did not have a 6 

quorum.   7 

 8 

ATTENDANCE: 9 

Commission:  Garrett, Harold ; Guernsey, Michael ; Howrigan, Patrick ; Leach, Christopher ; 10 

Speer, Neal ; Steen, Colleen ; Charron, Claude ; Irwin, William ; Jensen, Sylvia ; Voegele, 11 

Albin ;  Lavoie, Ross ;  Larocque, Alisha . 12 

 13 

Staff:  T. Newton 14 

Guests: B. Buermann. 15 

 16 

Changes to Additions to the Agenda: 17 

T. Newton requested to add an update at the end of the agenda regarding the BDE Grand Isle Solar 18 

project and the TDI New England project.   19 

 20 

Minutes 21 

W. Irwin noted that on page 2, line 3 the word “waranteed” should be “warrantied” and that on page 22 

2, line 10 the word “help” should be “held.”  He also noted that on page 3, line 44 the word 23 

“decommissioning” should be changed to “net metering.”  24 

 25 

Project Reviews  26 

 27 

Rical, LLC – 3 Terrical Blvd. – Town of Highgate 28 

Project Details: Proposing to install a 500 kW net-metered solar facility. 29 

 30 

W. Irwin noted that the packet provided with the application was very thorough and addressed many 31 

of the Committee’s usual concerns.  The Committee discussed aesthetics and sightlines.  T. Newton 32 

noted that the application said that there may be a threatened plant species within the project site.  33 

He then outlined what a similar project in Grand Isle had done to mitigate impacts to threatened 34 

species.  The Committee requested that the T. Newton follow up with the applicant regarding how 35 

impacts to the possibly threatened species would be mitigated if it is indeed on site. 36 

 37 

Northwestern Medical Center – Fairfield Street – City of St. Albans and Town of St. Albans 38 

Project Details: Remodel and expand MedSurg/ICU by 15,200 sq. ft; expand the front of the hospital by 39 

14,000 sq. ft. for new medical clinics; construct a new two-story medical office building with a total 40 

office space of 42,000 sq. ft.  Construct a connector corridor, reconfigure loading docks, and construct 41 

additional parking.   42 

 43 
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W. Irwin described the project in detail.  T. Newton noted that the Committee previously reviewed the 1 
proposed site plan before NMC formally applied to Act 250.  At that time, the Committee had some concerns 2 
regarding parking and access to public transit. The Committee was also interested in a forthcoming traffic study. 3 
T. Newton explained the result of the traffic study, notably the conclusion that the signal at VT 104 and VT 36 4 
will be retimed and that the hospital will pay a transportation impact fee for improvements at SASH and VT 104 5 
and at the intersection of SASH and US 7.  The Committee agreed with these conculsions.   6 
 7 

A. Voegele asked about replacing old buildings in the rear with larger, two-story buildings.  R. Lavoie 8 

asked about connections to other properties in the vicinity such as NCSS.  A. Larocque noted that there 9 

should be additional signage on Route 104 noting the side entrance to the hospital.  She said this could 10 

keep some traffic from going through the intersection at Route 36 and Route 104.   11 

 12 

The Committee also discussed public transit access to the site.  The hospital noted in the fall that there 13 

is an existing bus stop at the front of the hospital. T. Newton noted that he had recently spoken with 14 

CCTA/GMTA about another stop on site, but the organization did not seem to think that an additional 15 

stop was warranted at this time.  The Committee disagreed.  B. Buermann stated that he felt that the 16 

hospital should prepare for additional public transit site on property and work with GMTA regarding 17 

the location of the stop.  He noted that there may be additional public transit demand in the future 18 

and that it makes sense to plan for additional stops now instead of amending the Act 250 permit at a 19 

later date to include another stop.    20 

 21 

W. Irwin stated that the proposed project would have a substantial regional impact.  The Committee 22 

agreed. T. Newton noted that there was an upcoming Act 250 hearing in late February and that he 23 

would plan on attending.  The Committee discussed which criteria the Commission’s comments should 24 

focus on and determined that Act 250 Criteria 5 and Criteria 10 deserve the most attention.   25 

 26 

The Committee also discussed stormwater.  A. Larocque expressed displeasure regarding the lack of 27 

innovative stormwater techniques proposed on site.  B. Buermann noted that there were many 28 

changes at the state level last year and asked that the state stormwater permit be reevaluated.  T. 29 

Newton noted that the hospital already has a state stormwater permit for the proposed project and 30 

therefore it was unlikely that the NRPC could have any influence over stormwater on site without 31 

hiring a professional engineer to refute the issued permit.  However, the Committee stated that the 32 

hospital should be a regional leader in stormwater management, especially given its location near an 33 

impaired waterway.   34 

 35 

Malone Dorset Street Properties, LLC – Franklin Park West – Town of St. Albans 36 

Project Details: The applicant has submitted a site plan for comment before applying to the District 37 

Commission. The applicant is proposing amendments to an existing Act 250 permit including the 38 

installation of stormwater infrastructure and consolidation of six lots into two lots. 39 

 40 

T. Newton noted that the applicant was asking for comment before formally applying to Act 250. He 41 

then outlined the proposed changes. He noted that he had some questions about how an amendment 42 

of a project originally approved in the early 1990s would be treated at Act 250.  He stated that he had 43 

submitted some questions to Geoff Green at the Act 250 office.  He noted that there have been 44 
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substantial changes to the Regional Plan and to Act 250 criteria since the project was originally 1 

permitted.   2 

 3 

The Committee discussed stormwater management on site and noted that more innovative techniques 4 

should be used.  They also discussed the lack of pedestrian connections within the site and the need 5 

for access to the rail trail.  B. Buermann said that if this was a new project it probably wouldn’t meet 6 

the regional plan and that it should be the goal of the Commission to bring the project into further 7 

conformance.    8 

 9 

The Committee decided to have staff look further into jurisdictional issues before providing comment 10 

to the applicant.   11 

 12 

Solar Facility – Onyx Development Group, LLC - Ballard Road – Town of Highgate 13 

T. Newton noted that the applicant had promised that an application would be submitted for the 14 

project, but that NRPC had never received an application.  He noted that he had spoken to the 15 

applicant about the Committee’s concerns, particularly in regards to screening, and it seemed that the 16 

applicant was going to address all of the Committee’s comments upon application.  T. Newton noted 17 

that he would bring the project to the Committee next month if he received an application.  R. Lavoie 18 

expressed his concern about the proposed project’s impact on stormwater on the Rock River. 19 

 20 

Other Updates 21 

T. Newton stated that he had submitted a Notice of Appearance and a Notice of Intervention to the 22 

Public Service Board regarding the proposed 5 MW BDE Grand Isle Solar facility and that he was 23 

awaiting a response.  He noted that he would submit questions for discovery soon. 24 

 25 

T. Newton also noted that the TDI New England project had received its Army Corps of Engineers 26 

permit and that the only remaining permit that TDI must obtain is the Presidential Permit.   27 

 28 

Adjourn 29 

The Committee adjourned at 7:16 PM.  30 


