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SAAWA      
Other Attendees 
Lori Ruple, Fletcher Michael Snider, Montgomery Mark Brouillette, Montgomery  
NRPC Staff: Amanda Holland 

 
Adjustment to the Agenda:  No adjustments were made 
 
Introductions: The meeting began at 5:00 PM followed by introductions.   
 
Opportunity for Public Comment: No public comment 
 
Committee Updates: 
A. Holland provided the Committee with the following updates: 

• NRPC will put out a request for a student representative for the Committee 
• FEMA will be remapping the floodplain in the Missisquoi River watershed. 

o Committee was interested in knowing how the new lake flood level will be incorporated 
into this process and how new floodplains will impact future building. 

• DEC Ecosystem Restoration Program funds will be moving to quarterly submissions. Let NRPC 
know if you have projects of interest that are not in the ANR database 



• No May meeting as it is the same evening as the FNLC Tyler Place Dinner.  In lieu of meeting 
NRPC will cover the cost of Committee members that would like to attend the event and have 
discussions on water quality issues. 

 
Municipal Roads General Permit 
Jim Ryan, Department of Conservation, Municipal Roads Program Coordinator, presented the draft 
framework for the Municipal Roads General Permit.  Jim covered the permit framework, including the 
new standards, triggers to the standards, and the implementation plan and schedule.  The main focus of 
this effort is to improve drainage on roads for resilience and water quality. A draft permit is expected 
this summer for public review and rulemaking to occur this fall.  Below are some highlights from the 
presentation: 

- Forestlands cover 70-80% of the state and contribute 15% of the phosphorus load, mainly when 
disturbed. 

- Practices that will be required include road crowning and grading, if there is a back slope and 
not sheet flow than grass and stone ditching, and no berms.  If there is erosion present than the 
following should be addressed for culverts – proper sizing, header, outlet stabilization 

- Driveway culverts can be replaced with Better Roads grants if they are part of a larger roads 
project such as stabilizing a ditch along a roadway. 

- Message to community is: Water Quality BMPs => Good Drainage => Long-term savings 
- Also of interest and funding is available is addressing erosion from municipal sand piles 
- A new fee schedule will be set during the next legislative session; DEC expects the permit feeds 

to go down but recommends towns budget for the current numbers. 
- Application and fees begin in July 2018. 

 
In the review of the TMDL amount of phosphorus contributions by land use sector (provided by Tetra 
Tech, 2013), Committee members wanted to know if there is a similar distribution from an earlier point 
in time.  Given the changes in farming practices in the last 15 years, would this be reflected in these 
contributions from sectors?  
 
An issue brought forward by the Montgomery public works staff was access to trainings. While the Local 
Roads program provides trainings for staff to gain the skills to apply these BMPs, one limiting factor has 
been access to a prerequisite class (OSHA 10 before Grader Operator class).  
 
Another issue brought forward is the lack of technical resources available for the general public to get 
assistance in correcting issues.  Jim noted that there is a smaller funding amount of $20,000 annual for 
projects on public roads but this is mainly for creating demonstration projects.  Amanda noted the 
NRPC’s EPA Healthy Communities grant award that will be creating a workshop for landowners on BMPs 
to address erosion of gravel driveways. 
 
Committee members were interested in an update on where conversations are at with sanding and 
salting practices. Jim did not have any updates to share. In terms of salt the general practices is to 
calibrate the right amount of salt and applying at correct temperatures.  Yvon noted that VTrans District 
staff has commented that the size of the salt may also play a role. 


