
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 1 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 2 

March 30, 2016 Draft Meeting Minutes 3 
 4 
The meeting of the Board of Commissioners was held at the Swanton Village Complex in 5 
Swanton Village, Vermont.   6 
 7 
ATTENDANCE: 8 
Commissioners:  See attached.  A quorum was present to conduct business.   9 
Staff:  C. Dimitruk and A. Holland.   10 
 11 
Chair B. Buermann began the meeting at 7:04 p.m.  12 
 13 
ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA: B. Buermann stated that we needed to add an item to get 14 
volunteers for the Nominating Committee. 15 
 16 
WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, OPENING REMARKS 17 
B. Buermann welcomed everyone to the meeting.   18 
 19 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT 20 
No general public comment provided. 21 
 22 
CONSTRUCTION AND DEVELOPEMNT PROJECTS IN ST. ALBANS CITY 23 
Martin Manahan, the Director of Operations and Business Management in St. Albans City 24 
provided updates on all of the projects that will be coming up in the City this construction 25 
season.  A few of the projects include: 26 

• Fairfield St. Reconstruction which will include replacing sewer and water lines, new 27 
sidewalk and curbs as well as repaving by the State. 28 

• North and South Main St. sidewalks and curbs 29 
• Lake St. Streetscaping from Main to Federal will include improvements similar to Main 30 

St. with lights, trees, bump-outs, etc. 31 
• The Hotel is expected to break ground with construction to last a full year 32 
• Several paving jobs including Lower Newton 33 
• Houghton St will have a sewer line replaced 34 
• The City Hall Renovation is a $2.5 million project  35 
• 10 S Main Street was purchased by the City a year ago and then renovated and leased.  36 

The City plans to purchase other in neighborhoods to buy, renovate and resell 37 
properties. 38 

• Catherine St./Federal St./Market St. project is still underway, the City is in negotiations 39 
with the railroad. 40 

 41 
MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 2016 MEETING 42 
R. Brown noted that the January meeting minutes did not have the attendance list attached.   43 



 1 
G. Carton motioned to approve the January 2016 meeting minutes with this amendment.  M. 2 
Guernsey seconded.  Motion carried. 3 
 4 
COMMISSION REPORTS: 5 
 6 
Finance/Operations – H. Garrett reported on the profit/loss and balance sheets. He stated 7 
everything looks to be in pretty good shape.  A. Voegele noted that the building is not on the 8 
balance sheet.  C. Dimitruk stated that she consulted with the auditor and per auditing 9 
standards it is shown in the audit and the mortgage shows as an expense under budget item 10 
6400 Buildings/Utilities.  The Board requested a quarterly update on the building mortgage.  11 
 12 
Personnel – No report.  13 
 14 
Executive – No report. 15 
 16 
Policy/Project Review – B. Irwin reviewed the Policy/Project Monthly Business Report.  17 
 18 
W. Irwin noted that the first facility was a 500kW net-metered solar facility on a prior 19 
commercial sand pit.  The Committee found the project did not have substantial regional 20 
impact and was in conformance with the regional plan.  The next project is the Northwest 21 
Medical Center and has two phases and the Committee has had some concerns regarding 22 
parking, public transit, pedestrian access, stormwater management, and traffic.  GMTA will be 23 
building a shelter on the hospital campus and additional sidewalks are planned; both of these 24 
items are expected to be on the permit.  The Committee found the project did have substantial 25 
regional impact and did not make a determination as to if the project was in conformance with 26 
the regional plan. 27 
 28 
W. Irwin stated that the third project is the Malone Dorset Street Property located in Franklin 29 
Park West.  The Committee requested more detail on the project and amendments to Act 250. 30 
The final project is a 5MW solar facility in Highgate off of Ballard Road by Onyx Development 31 
Group.  The Committee did not take action and is waiting for responses to questions from 32 
January. 33 
 34 
C. Steen motioned to ratify the business report.  G. Bilodeau seconded.  The motion carried. 35 
 36 
Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) – H. Garrett said TAC prioritized road projects at its 37 
March meeting and will be prioritizing bridges in April.  There has been a concern on the road 38 
project in Richford that is not also fixing the bridge to Canadian border. The roadway project is 39 
still in negotiations between parties. Y. Dandurand noted the Town of Franklin wants to add a 40 
bridge project to the prioritization in April. 41 
 42 
Energy Committee –B. Buermann stated that there is a draft of the maps and Taylor is working 43 
on a first draft of the report for May.  He noted a PSB Section 248 decision in Bennington 44 



denying a solar project based on the Town Plan language. B. Buermann also noted that new net 1 
metering rules are out and the Senate is discussing a siting bill. 2 
 3 
Brownfields Committee – The Committee is working on a couple of projects including the Fonda 4 
site redevelopment, a Phase 1 Assessment at the City of St. Albans Public Works Department, 5 
two area-wide plans in Swanton Village and  the Federal Street targeted area of Stebbins and 6 
Catherine Streets.  The Committee is providing $110,000 to the City of St. Albans to fund the 7 
removal of fill at the site of the new hotel and transfer to the landfill. 8 
 9 
VT Assoc. of Planning and Development Agencies (VAPDA) – No report. 10 
 11 
Regional Plan Committee – No report.  12 
 13 
Vermont Economic Progress Council (VEPC) – A. Voegele noted it was suggested that VEPC 14 
Board and staff meet with municipal and county economic development representatives to get 15 
a picture of what is happening locally. 16 
 17 
Downtown Development Board – No report. 18 
 19 
CCTA/GMTA – C. Dimitruk said that the organizations are continuing to rebranding themselves 20 
as a single entity: Green Mountain Transit.  C. Dimitruk provided an update on the GMTA office 21 
building in St. Albans; they have fixed the facility issues and are still considering other options 22 
for relocating for additional space.   GMT management is negotiating a new contract with the 23 
urban drivers’ union.  D. DeBevec noted that vans used to travel along Route 36 provide a very 24 
uncomfortable, bouncing ride and would like this reported. 25 
 26 
Office – A. Holland reported that the Clean Water Advisory Committee held their first meeting 27 
in February and a representative from the Agency of Natural Resources provided the group 28 
with an overview of the Clean Water Act.  One third of the municipalities have appointed a 29 
representative and the majority of watershed groups are participating.  The next meeting will 30 
be on April 28th at 5:00pm and will be discussing the Missisquoi Basin Plan update. 31 
 32 
C. Dimitruk provided an update on the energy bill in the legislature, S230 is primarily a siting bill 33 
but will have changes to Section 248 and Regional and municipal planning.  The current draft 34 
states that if regional plans meet certification standards then they would be granted substantial 35 
difference versus due consideration in Section 248 proceedings. This bill also includes funding 36 
for regional planning commissions to aid municipalities in energy planning. 37 
 38 
C. Dimitruk noted the “COG bill” (H. 249) passed the House with lots of changes.  The language 39 
stating RPCs could transition to COGs was removed but the existing language still allows for 40 
RPCs to provide joint municipal services.  41 
 42 
C. Dimitruk noted that RPCs are level funded in the proposed state budget.  43 
 44 



MUNICPAL PLAN REVIEW POLICY 1 
R. Brown stated that the Committee reviewed the new template in January and noted that it is 2 
more concise and easier to read.  K. Waite noted that he would like the Board to see the first 3 
page as a reference when the Board reviews confirmations. 4 
 5 
K. Waite moved to accept the policy as presented.  B. Irwin seconded.  Motion carried. 6 
  7 
COMPREHENSIVE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY 8 
C. Dimitruk gave an overview of the Northern Vermont Comprehensive Economic Development 9 
Strategy that covers the six northern counties including Franklin, Grand Isle, Essex, Caledonia, 10 
Orleans and Lamoille Counties.  NRPC has led the management of the NVEDD and to maintain 11 
the Economic Development District status the CEDs must be updated.  The Draft strategy was 12 
adopted by the District Board in March.  The CEDS allows regions to be eligible for grants. 13 
 14 
C. Leach noted that ensuring a positive bottom line is key, and that permitting and other costs 15 
make it difficult. Y. Dandurand stated that telecommunications is a big need in the Town for 16 
residents to have access to cell services.  A. Voegele noted that Colchester had staff available to 17 
help businesses navigate through permits. C. Dimitruk stated it is not certain if the partner 18 
organizations have the capacity to provide that service. 19 
 20 
NOMINATING COMMITTEE 21 
B. Buermann asked for volunteers for the nominating Committee.  M. Guernsey, Y. Dandurand, 22 
D. Borthwick Leslie, T. Tatro and D. DeBevec all volunteered.  The Committee will plan to meet 23 
in April before the Board meeting. 24 
 25 
IMPLEMENTATION REPORT 26 
C. Dimitruk noted that in the Board packet is a report on the status of the implementation 27 
actions stated in the regional plan.  Staff is making progress on the identified indicators.  The 28 
Board will be receiving a quarterly report with updates on the implementation status. 29 
 30 
ANNOUCEMENTS 31 
Y. Dandurand announced that the Morses Line Border Crossing in Franklin now has 24-hour 32 
access.  It is manned from 8:00am-4:00pm with video surveillance after hours. 33 
 34 
This is J. Young’s last meeting on the Board and P. Dandurand is currently selecting college 35 
programs. 36 
 37 
ADJOURN 38 
 39 
G. Carton moved to adjourn. R. Lavoie seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:20. 40 


