
Regional Plan and Policy Committee Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, May 19, 2021 6 PM, virtual meeting 
 
Attendance: Lynn Douglas, Lori Ruple, Yvon Dandurand, Catherine Dimitruk, Marlena Valenta 
 
Lynn calls the meeting to order at 6:01 
 
Additions to the Agenda  
 
No additions 
 
Regional Plan Update 
 
Lynn asked if everyone got their new copy of the plan in the mail, everyone did. She suggests that the 
next plan will not have to be a complete overhaul, as this past one can simply be tweaked. Posits the idea 
of splitting the plan into the three sections to then read and discuss at the next three meetings, 
respectively. Everyone agrees.  
 
Catherine adds that for the July meeting, the committee should also discuss a public engagement plan. 
 
July: Economic region / Public engagement plan  
September: Social region 
November: Physical region 
 
Lynn agrees and thinks that the public engagement plan should actively engage with stakeholders such 
as the agricultural sector and Abenaki leadership.  
 
Catherine agrees and points out that for the last plan they sought people out and brought the plan to 
them, and that was very effective. 
 
Yvon acknowledges that the next 8 years will bring a lot of change, perhaps more than we’ve seen in 
many generations. 
 
Catherine agrees, especially regarding energy and climate, both of which the State of Vermont will be 
releasing new plans on by the end of the year. Social and racial justice will also be important points of 
change within the state. 
 
Lynn then brings up the possibility of working equity statements into the plan.  
 
Catherine says they are looking into a land acknowledgement statement and seeing if it's a good fit for 
the plan. 
 
Lynn is in support but acknowledges it will definitely be controversial. 
 
Catherine points out that a land acknowledgement is simply a statement of fact. 
 
Policy Reviews 
 



Catherine has taken time since last meeting to develop a list of policies that either are not included in the 
current plan or will need significant change.  
 
Veterans 
Migrant workers 
Food systems and food insecurity 
Climate change 
Waste water 
Green initiatives 
Housing 
Energy planning 
Emergency planning 
Making the state appealing to young people 
Broadband access 
 
Marlena presents a comparative review of food systems and food security policy in the Northwest 
Regional Plan and many other local regional plans. Her written report will be shared within the next week.  
 
Lynn wanted to know more about local food shelves, their scope, and where they are all located.  
 
Catherine agreed and suggested a map could be helpful. 
 
Marlena agreed and pointed out this was a recommendation made by the Farm-to-Plate’s “Local Planning 
for Food Access”.  
 
Catherine asks if this type of presentation/report is helpful, everyone agrees it is.  
 
Catherine mentions that the pandemic has shown that food insecurity needs to be a bigger focus in 
emergency planning. 
 
Lynn agrees, points to Hurricane Irene or the possibility of fires as disasters that can cut off food supply. 
 
Speaking of natural disasters, Catherine emphasizes how important adaptation and resilience are in 
regards to climate change policy.  
 
After hearing the list of topics, Marlena asks if the topic of getting more young people to stay in or move to 
Vermont is already in the plan, and if not, if it should be included on the list. 
 
Catherine says it is not, and agrees it should be added to the list. 
 
Lynn points out that broadband access is another important issue that we might consider looking into.  
 
Energy Committee 
 
Lynn gives the update that at the previous night’s Executive Committee meeting, the Committee had 
decided to keep the Energy Committee moving forward. There was consideration of combining the 
Energy Committee and Regional Plan and Policy Committee. 
 



Catherine says the next step is in finding a way to collaborate between this committee and the Energy 
Committee, and suggests scheduling some joint meetings. The Energy Committee will need to take a 
couple months break to find the staff to keep it running. Catherine also points out that with the two new 
plans coming from the state government, the comprehensive energy plan and the climate action plan, 
there will be a lot to go over and act on. 
 
Commissioner and Staff Announcements 
 
There are no announcements. 
 
Lynn asks about indicator reports. 
 
Catherine responds that they have done as much as they can, but virtually no data has been released for 
the past year so it is impossible to complete right now. She also brings up the difficulty of finding detailed 
breakdown data for the area because the census tracts are not big enough and have large margins of 
error.  
 
Everyone agrees that finding high quality, detailed data for our area is very difficult.  
 
Catherine wants to acknowledge that this is the last meeting with Lynn as chair, and thanks her for all of 
her hard work and service.  
 
The meeting is adjourned at 6:47 
 
 


