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Brownfields Steering Committee Meeting 
Tuesday January 10, 2017 at 9:00AM 
 

Meeting Summary 
 
Attendance:  Mike Blouin, Chip Sawyer, Mike Curtis, John Leddy, David Jescavage, Brian 
Monaghan (call in) 
 
C. Sawyer opened the meeting at 9:00. 
 
1. Adjustments to the Agenda 

None. 
 

2. Staff Updates. 
o Financial Report.  G. Brunswick provided a review of the financial report.  She 

summarized the obligated contractual costs for all the open projects for the FY13 and 
FY15 grants.  It was noted that the RLF report should include program income reporting 
and G. Brunswick said we could include this next time.   

o Status Update on Current Projects.  G. Brunswick provided a status update on all open 
projects.   

− Sampling was completed for the 1, 3, 5 Canada Street and Municipal Lot at 
Merchants Row project and we are awaiting a summary of the results, which are 
expected on Friday.   

− We are awaiting the report on the sampling results from the City’s Public Works 
Facility.  The consultant reported that there do not appear to be any major 
issues. 

− The public meetings are scheduled for the end of the month for both the 
Swanton Northern Gateway Area Wide Plan and the Catherine, Market, Stebbins 
Area Wide Plan.  There was a question on the City’s AWP budget as it appeared 
to be close to spent.  G. Brunswick reported that she has been in communication 
with the consultant on this issue after the second invoice and they are aware 
and have stated they will not be billing over the contract budget.  They informed 
her that they took on the project knowing they would go over budget.  

− G. Brunswick reported that there are no changes in the status of the Fonda 
Feasibility Investigation and asked C. Sawyer if there were any updates from the 
City.  C. Sawyer reported that the council passed funding for facility planning to 
determine exactly what the City’s needs are, which will help justify any move 
towards investing in a new public works facility at the Fonda site.   

 
3. Assessment Projects 



75 Fairfield Street • St. Albans, VT  05478-1850 • (802) 524-5958 • (800) 564-5958 • Fax (802) 527-2948 
 

 

o Swanton Hydro.  G. Brunswick reported that Swanton Village is working with a 
consultant on a design for a new hydroelectric facility at the existing dam.  The dam has 
not operated for decades and has been the subject of an ongoing dispute between 
various interests on the merits of removing it.  The new hydroelectric facility would 
incorporate a passage for fish, which would appease those that have argued for its 
removal.  Reconstructing or removing the dam would release sediment that is currently 
held behind the dame and before this is done it is necessary to sample the sediment to 
find out if it is contaminated.   
 
The Committee discussed whether the site meets the definition of a brownfield and 
meets program goals.  G. Brunswick noted that potential contamination is complicated 
reconstructing the dam.  The Committee also discussed its location near the Swanton 
Village Center.    

 
M. Blouin moved to accept the Swanton Hydro Electric Facility into the Brownfield 
Program.  D. Jescavage seconded.  Motion carried. 
   
M. Curtis motioned to approve $9,076 for a Phase 1 Assessment and QAPP at the 
Swanton Hydro Electric Facility.  D. Jescavage seconded.  Motion carried. 

 
o 14 Stebbins St., St. Albans City.  G. Brunswick reported that 14 Stebbins Street is one of 

the catalyst sites part of the area wide plan in St. Albans City.  The City recently 
purchased the site at auction and has issued an RFP looking for redevelopment and 
purchase proposals.  One of the parties interested in responding to the RFP has 
approached the Brownfields Program and is looking to rehabilitate part of the existing 
structure into a dance studio.  They are looking for a Phase 1 update and QAPP if any 
additional work is required.  There was some work done as part of the Leader 
Evaporator project that did not find any soil or groundwater issues.  Asbestos and lead 
were found and characterized.   
 
The Committee confirmed that the site meets brownfield criteria and program goals.  
 
G. Brunswick explained that she does not have a cost estimate yet, but is asking the 
Committee to approve a budget not to exceed what was approved for the Swanton 
Hydro Facility for the same work.  She will work on defining a specific cost for this 
project with a consultant.   
 
M. Curtis motioned to approve 14 Stebbins Street into the Brownfield program 
contingent on the prospective purchaser winning the City’s bid.  D. Jescavage seconded.  
Motioned carried.  C. Sawyer abstained.   
 
M. Curtis motioned to approve a budget for a Phase 1 Assessment and QAPP in an 
amount no more than $9,076, contingent on the applicant winning City’s bid.  J. Leddy 
seconded.  Motion carried.  C. Sawyer abstained. 
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4. Meeting Summary from November 2016 (Enclosed).   

 
M. Blouin motioned to approve the November 2016 meeting summary.  M. Curtis seconded.  
Motion carried.  J. Leddy abstained. 
 

5. Other Business 
o G. Brunswick will connect with Trish Coppolino from the State DEC on the status of the 

Energize property transaction.   
o Looking for new committee member.  Ned Connell – from Town as potential. 

 
Adjourned at 10:11AM. 
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