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Regional Plan and Policy Committee 1 
November 16, 2020 2 
6:00 p.m., via Zoom 3 
 4 
Attendance 5 
Commissioners: See attached. A quorum was present to conduct business.   6 
Staff: M.Serrano, C. Dimitruk  7 
Guests: None.  8 
 9 
Lynn Douglas began the meeting at 6:00 PM. 10 
 11 
Adjustments to the Agenda 12 
None. 13 
 14 
Welcome, Introductions, Opening Remarks 15 
Lynn Douglas and Catherine Dimitruk welcomed everyone and introductions were made. 16 
 17 
Opportunity for Public Comment 18 
Lynn Douglas asked for comments. There were none. 19 
 20 
Regional Indicators Report Progress Update, Review of Draft Story Map 21 
Mark Serrano joined the meeting and presented the two versions of the Story Map that he has 22 
worked on.  23 
 24 
Some of the commissioners stated that the maps would not load due to slow internet speed. Mark 25 
responded by saying that he will look into if there is a way to decrease size of the maps or improve 26 
connectivity.  27 
 28 
There was a discussion to what the story map was going to do and if it was going to replace other 29 
tools available. Catherine replied that the story map will be a new tool on its own and that it will not 30 
replace other tools available.  31 
 32 
Moving forward in the presentation, Elisabeth mentioned that Swanton and Swanton Village are 33 
very different and it may be best to try to differentiate between them in the maps to have a better 34 
sense of the conditions.  35 
 36 
After showing the internet accessibility map, commissioners expressed that it would be good to 37 
map out the internet speed available in the region as well as cell phone service.   38 
 39 
Another comment that was brought up was to try to include people who have certificates and other 40 
forms of training in the educational attainment maps.  41 
 42 
When explaining the designated village centers part of the story map, Mark asked the 43 
commissioners if they felt it was needed and if so what type of info would they like Mark to add.  44 
There were mix responds to this but Mark said he would continue working on this part as well.  45 
 46 
Mark finished the presentation by asking if the commissioners preferred version 1 or version 2 47 
despite version 2 having a log in requirement that may detour people from using it. A few 48 
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commissioners felt like we should be optimistic and believe it will not detour people away from the 49 
story map. Mark stated he will continue to work on both and thanked everyone for the feedback.  50 
  51 
Justice, Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Discussion – 52 
 53 
Lynn Douglas started off by talking about the regional plan and opportunities to lift up some 54 
communities that are left out of the discussion.  She opened it up to the group to offer comments.  55 
 56 
Catherine states that the regional plan is silent about the Abenaki Tribe.  Catherine also mentioned 57 
that the History of many town plans in the regional start off by talking about settlers and not the 58 
indigenous people who came before.  59 
 60 
Yvon acknowledges that it is a sensitive subject but hopes that everyone can be open to protect 61 
minority people.  62 
 63 
Elisabeth states that the history is written by the winners and the non-white history hasn’t been 64 
included. Writing the history of these people is a small step. Showing inclusion is a good thing for 65 
the future.  66 
 67 
Yvon commented that it should be addressed in education.  68 
 69 
Elisabeth states that it will help remind everyone about the importance of it. Even adults need some 70 
reminders of what is being taken for granted. Gender roles should be addressed in the regional plan 71 
as well. 72 
 73 
Lynn said that the gender role has been taken out of the regional plan. The state of Vermont 74 
announced that all parks will have Abenaki wayfinding signs. The type of recognition is important 75 
to show people came before. Veterans and migrant works who currently can’t leave due to 76 
homeland security should also be mentioned.  Some migrant workers are experiencing food 77 
insecurity.  78 
 79 
Sylvia stated that it may not be happening in all farms. Lynn stated that it is not included in all 80 
farms but it is vital to include. Sylvia agreed.  81 
 82 
Catherine announced that a guest speaker will talk about inclusion in municipalities to help start 83 
the conversation in the region moving forward.  84 
 85 
Regional Plan Update: New Topics or Issues that should be explored?  86 
Lynn asked when is the next regional plan due. Catherine replied that is 2023 but it can be done 87 
earlier. Catherine asked if there are any topics that should be addressed in the new plan. 88 
 89 
Elisabeth asked if COVID-19 has shown any issue in the region. Catherine replied that broadband is 90 
a bigger issue than what was thought to be. Lynn stated that computers and technology are 91 
important to get good jobs so looking at the resources available will be important.  92 
 93 
Elisabeth proposed looking at the regional plan and thinking about what should be included in the 94 
next meeting. Lynn stated that perhaps Shaun may know what information might need to be 95 
included about pandemic response.  96 
 97 
Catherine said that the new topics will allow NRPC to come up with a workable schedule.  98 
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 99 
Lynn proposed meeting towards the end of January to meet and discuss this. The date Jan 12, 2021 100 
was selected at 6PM.  101 
  102 
Commissioner Announcements  103 
 104 
Elisabeth stated that starting January she will start her last semester for her master’s program and 105 
will start a PhD program soon after.  106 
 107 
Adjourn 108 
E. Nance motioned to adjourn. Motion carried. 109 
  110 
Meeting adjourned at 7:18 PM 111 
 112 


