
MUNICIPAL PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
August 17, 2020 

ATTENDANCE: 
Commission: Rowena Brown, Elisabeth Nance, Leonard Charron, Sarah Hadd, and Wesley 
Kempton 
Staff: Amanda Holland 
Public: none 
 
The Municipal Plan Review Committee held a remote meeting via zoom on August 17, 2020.  The 
meeting was opened by R. Brown at 5:30 PM. 

 
Additions and Deletions. None. 
  
Town of Berkshire Plan Review  
A. Holland noted that upon the initial staff review the Land Use Element was not met due to a 
missing map that shows existing conditions; staff will work with the Planning Commission to 
address this omission.  
 
The Committee reviewed the materials and provided areas of feedback on the plan such as areas 
to address formatting and references needed between sections.  
 
S. Hadd noted the economy chapter mentions the importance of high-speed internet coverage to 
support home-based businesses. S Hadd asked if there was a map of the service area or ability to 
see distance from hubs to get a sense of service. E. Nance noted broadband maps used by the Dept 
of Public Service may show service areas and could be used as a resource.  
 
Committee discussed the energy chapter and noted the focus on weatherization and promotion of 
heat pumps to meet energy targets with a lower target with the use of woody biomass.  The 
Committee noted it would aid plan review to have the Energy Committee provide some clarity on 
the assumptions for thermal target setting in the region.  
 
Committee called out the reference on Page 90 to the removal of sidewalks in the Transportation 
Section; it was asked when this action occurred and if further explanation was known. Staff are 
unaware of the circumstance but can follow-up with the Town. It was noted the plan should clearly 
state the goal for pedestrian improvements and meeting complete streets standards.  
 
S. Hadd noted the history section has a focus on European history and does not represent a 
multicultural heritage with a mention of the native American history; the Town should incorporate 
a section into the plan.  
 
Other Business 

• The next Committee meeting date will be planned for September 28th. 
 
Adjourn 
E. Nance motioned to adjourn, seconded by L. Charron. The Committee adjourned at 6:23 PM.  


