
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Regional Plan and Policy Committee 
May 26, 2020, 5:30 p.m., Virtual Meeting 
 
Attendance: Lynn Douglass, Lori Rupe, Yvon Dandurand, Catherine Dimitruk, Elisabeth 
Nance 

 
1. Additions to the Agenda 

There were no additions or adjustments to the agenda. 
 

2. Emergency Broadband Plan 
The committee reviewed the draft broadband plan and the key recommendations in 
the plan.  The committee offered comments which are included at the end of the 
minutes. 
 

3. Comprehensive Economic Development Plan 
The committee reviewed the report and offered general support. Several 
suggestions were made to improve the report including modifivied langaue around 
COVID-19 and clarifications on data. 
 

4. Draft Indicators Report- update 
C. Dimitruk reported that the updates will be delayed slightly as health indicators are 
not available now due to the pandemic. 

 
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned.  



Broadband Comments: 
 
Thank you for releasing the Vermont Emergency Broadband Plan and providing the 
opportunity to comment on the plan. Northwest Regional Planning Commission (NRPC) 
recognizes the need for robust broadband service to meet our current and future 
economic needs. When schools, businesses, commerce and private lives moved to a 
virtual world almost instantly the disparity in access to broadband was magnified. We 
appreciate that this plan focuses on the immediate and longer term needs to help lessen 
this disparity. Extending service to areas in need will have a positive effect on property 
values, community connection, educational choices and individual opportunity.  
 
General Comments: 
• The plan should address the challenges individual households have paying for 

broadband service. The plan includes recommendations for subsidizing the cost of 
infrastructure deployment. But is does not address the disparity in access based on a 
household’s ability to pay for the service.  Vermont should have a robust plan to 
support access for households of low income to improve equity and decrease the 
digital divide. As affordability increases, take rates can improve and have positive 
impact on the economics of deployment.  

• Cellular phone service is also important; many of the same areas lacking in 
broadband service also lack reliable cell service. Proposals and opportunities to 
address cellular service bundled with broadband should receive priority 
consideration. 

 
Comments on Priority Actions: 
Section I: Immediate Actions to Improve Broadband Availability in Vermont  
 
1. Establish a cable line extension fund to defray the residential customer share of the 
cost of cable-video line extensions.  

NRPC supports this action. 
 
2. Pass legislation to facilitate fast-tracking or waiver of Act 250 and Section 248a 
processes for installing wireless facilities that will serve locations identified as needing 
broadband or commercial wireless connectivity.  

NRPC supports fast tracking applications but does not support a waiver of the 
standards or requirements. 
 
3. Pass S.301 or H.682 to ensure Section 248a continues the rapid deployment of 
telecommunications facilities.  

NRPC supports extending the sunset of Section 248a. 
 
4. Establish a fund for and provide in-kind support to pole-owning entities that agree to 
fast-track pole license applications.  

NRPC supports these and other efforts to facilitate line/pole deployment. 



 
5. Convene a working group of public and private sector stakeholders to collect data and 
coordinate efforts to support the professional needs of healthcare workers and 
educators. 

NRPC supports this action but suggests it could be broader, ensuring support for 
small business and data collection to clarify the needs of all economic sectors. 
 
 
Section II: Universal Broadband Access Deployment by 2024  
1. Fully fund a broadband access-deployment program that provides funding to 
unserved towns through a reverse auction format. Needed funding ranges from $85 
million to $293 million, depending on the design of the award disbursement 
methodology.  

NRPC supports this suggestion. The percent of grant vs. loan should be used as 
an incentive to serve the most difficult areas.  
 
2. Consider adopting an exception to the statutory 100/100 Mbps state-wide goal to 
facilitate deployment of other high bandwidth services at lower speeds. With this 
greater speed flexibility, the amount of an auction funding award could be tied to the 
actual speeds provided by the carrier.  

Serving currently underserved areas with lower quality broadband only 
perpetuates the digital divide. NRPC believes that waivers should be used only as 
a last resort when it is the only option for serving an area.  

 
3. Modify 30 V.S.A. § 8091 to provide open access to middle-mile fiber owned by 
Vermont’s electric distribution utilities. 

NRPC supports this action. 
 
4. Provide direct financial support to communications union districts (“CUDs”) through 
the state’s Broadband Innovation Grant Program for administrative and grant-writing 
support.  and, 5 . Provide direct financial support to CUDs to meet the Letter of Credit 
obligations imposed by the FCC’s Rural Digital Opportunity Fund (“RDOF”) program. 
Although there are currently no CUDs in the NRPC region, we support these actions to 
bolster the effectiveness of CUDs. 
 


