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3 Acre Permit (in process) 
In January VT DEC filed the final proposed rule with the Legislative Committee on 
Administrative Rules (LCAR). This Committee has 30 days to review the rule, once the rule is 
approved, the final rule will be filed with the Secretary of State.  Following adoption of the rule, 
the Department has 120 days, per statute, to adopt a new general permit that includes 
requirements for the so-called “three-acre sites”.   
 
As for where things are at in this timeline above, the LCAR passed the permit the week of 
February 11th and DEC anticipated it to be adopted this month.  That will start the 120-day 
timeline for drafting the new operational permit that includes the 3-acre rule.  
 
DEC anticipates releasing the data on mapped impervious surface for the Lake Champlain Basin 
in two months.   
 
 
Clean Water Legislation (in process) 
There are two areas of legislation to be aware of the first is identifying long-term funding for clean 
water and the second is a proposal to identify and fund activities that go above-and-beyond 
regulatory activities in order to meet the TMDL requirements for reducing pollution.   

• Long-term Approach to Clean-Water Funding – The attached Governor’s Legislative Priorities 
dated 1/24/19 provides information on how much funding is needed and sources of revenue 
that have been identified.   

• (2/18/19) H.273 - Water quality funding: property transfer and estate tax.  Embodies 
the Governor's funding strategy for the clean water fund - i.e., take 20% of the 
property transfer tax revenue, and all of the estate tax revenue.  Also lowers revenue 
from the estate tax by increasing the value of the estate that is exempt from the tax 
from $2,750,000 to $5,750,000.  Unsure if the property transfer tax use will negatively 
impact the percentage of that revenue that is supposed to be going to the VT Housing 
and Conservation Board (VHCB) and the municipal planning grant 
program.  https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/H.273 

• (2/18/19) S.93 - Water quality funding:  per parcel fee.  Funds the clean water fund 
via a per parcel fee that starts at $40, and can be adjusted through rule making for any 
number of factors - e.g., parcel size, location, amount of impervious surface, 
stormwater treatment measures, 
etc.  https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/S.96 

• (2/10/19) H.171 - Water quality funding.  A different take on financing clean 
water, this bill proposes an impervious surface fee on all parcels, making clean 
water surcharge on property transfer tax permanent, and a new tax on asphalt 
producers.  The proposed parcel fee has four tiers ($10, $20, $30, $100) based 
on how much impervious surface is present on the parcel.  The bill tasks VCGI 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/H.273
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/S.96
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with providing maps/data of the impervious surface for every parcel in the State 
by January 2020.  In the House Natural Resource, Fish, and Wildlife 
Committee.  https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/H.171 

• Getting action on non-regulatory pollution reduction – The attached Governor’s Legislative 
Priorities dated 1/24/19 titled “Water Districts” described the intent of this approach. The 
mechanism for how it would happen is evolving in current legislative proposals.  

• (2/21/19) S.96 - Senate Natural Resources and Energy. Changed from a bill 
focused on a Clean Water Assessment on all parcels in the state to a proposal for 
how to get at the Governor’s “Water District” idea.  In the current version it has 
a role for RPCs and a Basin Water Quality Advisory Council.  
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/S.96  

 
Part of the impetus for this measure relates to estimates by DEC that some basins in Lake 
Champlain are not on target to meet the TMDL pollutant reductions by the implementation of 
existing regulations.  The Missisquoi Basin is one of the places that has such high required 
reductions, measures beyond the reductions will be required. 

 
 
NRPC Grant Project Updates: 
Public Private Partnership for 3-Acre Permit Compliance Project 
• Staff participated in planning meetings to kick off the partnership project led by Watershed 

Consulting Associates to work with municipalities and private landowners to comply with 
the stormwater general permit requirements for parcels with 3 or more acres of impervious 
cover.  This project will serve as pilot project in developing a process for making stormwater 
treatment as cost effective and efficient as possible while achieving water quality goals set 
forth in the Lake Champlain TMDL.  This project spans the Lake Champlain Basin and will 
include 10-15 sites.  

 
NRPC has funding to develop projects that address water quality through three projects 
• Two separate efforts will identify and evaluate mid-range ($75,000-$250,000) projects 

across the region funded by a Lake Champlain Basin Program grant and large-scale 
(>$250,000) projects focused in the Missisquoi Basin funded by VTrans Planning funds.  
These two efforts will further projects that fall outside the parameters of current programs 
for funding transportation stormwater mitigation which are the VTDEC’s Grants-In-Aid 
program which addresses projects that range in cost of $5,000-$15,000 and the VTrans 
Better Roads program which can fund projects up to $75,000 in scope.   

• In January NRPC received a grant award of $38,191 from VT DEC to fund the development 
of water quality projects in all three of the region’s watershed basins (Lamoille River, 
Missisquoi, River, Direct to lake drainage).  NRPC will lead this regional project in 
partnership with five organizations: Lamoille County Planning Commission, Chittenden 
County Regional Planning Commission, Friends of Northern Lake Champlain, Franklin 
Watershed Committee, and the Missisquoi River Basin Association. This project can fund 
the development of a range of water quality project types. 

 

https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/H.171
https://legislature.vermont.gov/bill/status/2020/S.96
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VT Clean Water Initiative 2018 Investment Report  
VT DEC has released the 2018 Clean Water Initiative Investment Report and the newly 
launched Interagency Clean Water Projects Dashboard.  Both have information on clean water 
projects across state agencies.  A recorded webinar that reviews both of these tools is posted 
online if you would like to check it out at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q4VPkVLF0JA. 
 
The Report and Dashboard are linked online at  
https://anrweb.vt.gov/DEC/cleanWaterDashboard/  
 
The Dashboard allows for reviewing all projects currently funded and/or completed by Town, 
Basin, and other parameters.  Check out what work is going on in your community! 
 
Highlights of the Investment Report are noted below: 

• Figure 5 (page 14) –Total Dollars Awarded to Clean Water projects by Agency and State 
Fiscal Year. 

• Figure 6 (page 15) – Proportion of funding sources that have been spent and provides a 
sense of restrictions of those funds. 

• Figure 7 (page 16) – Proportion of how state has funded the different steps of project 
development; 81% has been towards Implementation/Construction 

• Figure 10 (page 19) – Investments by Watershed Region 
• Results of Clean Water Investment starts on page 26 of report, there is a report out of 

measurable outcomes and an estimate in the amount of phosphorus load reduced for 
each sector (page 26 - 37). 

• Appendix A. Summary of Vermont Water Quality Priorities and Projects by Watershed, 
individual watershed references are below and provide a summary of the watershed 
progress and list all projects funded in the time period  

• Lamoille Basin (page 53-55) 
• Missisquoi Basin (page 59-63) 
• Northern Lake Champlain Basin (page 64-68) 
• Multi-watershed Projects list FY18 (page 94) 
• Statewide Project list FY18 (page 95-96) 

• Appendix B. Summary of Phosphorus Reductions Achieved Through Stormwater 
Operational Permits (page 97-98). Provides information on the tiered performance of 
stormwater practices in the VT Stormwater Manual with comparisons between the 2002 and 2017 
rules. 
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