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PROJECT REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 1 
Wednesday, February 10, 2021 2 

The meeting of the Project Review Committee was held remotely.  Chair A. LaRocque called the meeting to 3 
order at 6:03 PM.  4 
 5 
ATTENDANCE: 6 
Commission:  Garrett, Harold  ; Speer, Neal ; Steen, Colleen ; Irwin, William ; Voegele, Albin ;  7 
Buermann, Robert ;  LaRocque, Alisha . 8 
 9 
Staff:  Emily Klofft. 10 
 11 
Guests: Andy Raubvogel (Dunkiel Saunders), James Robinson (Strata Clean Energy), Joel Vyduna (Strata Clean 12 
Energy), Nathaniel Vandal (Strata Clean Energy), Will Mitchell (Strata Clean Energy). 13 
 14 
Changes to Additions to the Agenda:  15 
None. 16 
 17 
Public Comment 18 
None.  19 
 20 
Presentation 21 
James Robinson and Will Mitchell from Strata Clean Energy presented on their proposed 5 MV battery electric 22 
storage system (BESS), to be located off Ballard Road. J. Robinson stated that Strata Clean Energy is a 23 
nationwide clean energy firm. Strata has an agreement with Green Mountain Power (GMP) to develop this 24 
BESS. W. Mitchell reviewed the project’s economic benefit to ratepayers. The project will reduce peak demand 25 
by distributing electric resources, and avoid the need for GMP to invest in transmission infrastructure.  26 
 27 
The project will use 6 containerized storage facilities for the batteries. The site has minimal environmental 28 
impact, and limited visibility from public ROWs. There is no routine personnel on-site. The site will feature 29 
24/7 remote monitoring, security fencing around the perimeter, and motions-sensing security cameras. 30 
Lighting on site will be on only during maintenance, and lights will be shrouded and angled down. The total 31 
site is less than 1 acre, and the goal is to have the site online by Q4 2022.  32 
 33 
The project will include a decommissioning fund based on expected expenses. In terms of safety, the project 34 
will meet industry guidelines. The design is modular and designed to prevent the spread of fires. There is no 35 
habitable area within the modules. The modules feature integrated cooling and venting. The facility in 100’ 36 
from the nearest structure and 400’ from the nearest inhabited dwelling. Strata is in contact with the local fire 37 
department, and is committed to providing classroom and on-site training to the Georgia Fire Department. 38 
 39 
A. Voegele asked what methods are necessary to fight a lithium fire. W. Mitchell stated that the cells are 40 
designed to self-contain and extinguish, while the fire department contains the perimeter. A. Voegele asked if 41 
the system was designed to prevent mice and rodents from entering the modules. W. Mitchell stated that the 42 
modules will be all-weather, and routine maintenance will check for any issues. A. Voegele clarified with the 43 
applicant that that the battery would provide enough energy for 4,000 homes for 4 hours. 44 
 45 
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B. Irwin asked whether there were any environmental protections in the event of a fire, given that lithium is 1 
toxic and could have soil and air impacts. W. Mitchell replied that tests of fire events on similar projects, there 2 
have been soil and air tests that have shown there are no releases at a hazardous level. He stated that fires 3 
were uncommon. B. Irwin asked if there was a master plan for this technology/industry in Vermont or the 4 
region. W. Mitchell stated that their firm is responding to the needs of GMP. A. Raubvogel stated that GMP 5 
has 4 other similar but smaller projects in the State, and there were two other independent systems. B. Irwin 6 
asked how far the project would be from the communications tower on site. The applicant stated that it was 7 
roughly 80-100’ away, and that they had not done an evaluation of the fall zone. B. Irwin asked if there would 8 
be technical improvements to the site over time. W. Mitchell stated that the equipment would be the same 9 
for the 20-year contract. B. Irwin asked if the project would alleviate SHEI constraints. J. Robinson stated that 10 
to the extent that GMP has grid constraints they can call on this battery to take some of this. E. Klofft stated 11 
that the communications tower was 90’ tall. 12 
 13 
A. LaRocque asked whether the cold climate of Vermont would negatively impact the functionality of the 14 
batteries. W. Mitchell stated that they had done projects in the north before, and that they would work with 15 
the battery supplier. Strata has a financial commitment to perform to GMP’s specifications. A. LaRocque asked 16 
about the potential for noise impacts and pollution. W. Mitchell stated that it was similar to that of an 17 
industrial air conditioner with limited noise beyond the fence line. J. Robinson stated that a noise study would 18 
be included in the full application, preliminary results were of a noise at 30 dB off-site.  19 
 20 
A. Voegele asked how the security system would be connected. The applicant stated that it would be 21 
wirelessly connected to the internet.  22 
 23 
The Committee decided that they would wait for the final application to make any determinations on the 24 
project. 25 
 26 
Minutes 27 
B. Irwin stated that there was one typo in an applicant’s name. B. Irwin motioned to approve the minutes of 28 
the January 2021 with that correction.  A. Voegele seconded. The motion carried.   29 
 30 
Project Reviews: 31 
 32 
Act 250- Donald Vickers- Community Event Barn 33 
Project Details: The project is a 3,000 sq foot community event barn located on 144 Pattee Hill Road, Georgia 34 
VT. The project will be located on a 65-acre farm parcel, there will be a gravel drive to the project and parking 35 
in the meadow. There is a minimal impact to prime agricultural soils (.8 acres) and a potential impact to a rare 36 
species.  37 
 38 
E. Klofft reviewed the draft project review sheet. The applicant claims to be exempt from the commercial 39 
energy building standards (CBES), but this seems to contradict guidance from the Agency of Agriculture. The 40 
project includes an easement for a future sidewalk, which meets Complete Streets for a rural area. The project 41 
includes the potential for impact to one rare species. The use will involve potential noise/traffic impacts. The 42 
project does not include new water or wastewater infrastructure, the project will include temporary facilities 43 
during events for restrooms/hand-washing. The project might generate up to 51 one-way trips, sometimes 44 
during peak Friday PM hours. Events will utilize speaker systems for up to 5 hours up until 9 PM at night. 45 
 46 
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The Committee discussed the lack of water/wastewater. Committee members were concerned by the lack of 1 
water/wastewater facilities and questioned whether the facility would be allowed to serve food without 2 
running water under Health Department rules. The Committee requested staff reach out to the Health 3 
Department regarding this issue.  4 
 5 
The Committee discussed whether this issue might affect a determination of conformance with the Regional 6 
Plan. B. Buermann stated that the issue would not relate to conformance to the regional plan, and fell more 7 
within the jurisdiction of the Health Department. The Committee requested that the concerns about the 8 
sanitation issue be addressed within the comment letter to the applicant. 9 
 10 
B. Buermann motioned to find that the project was in conformance with the Regional Plan and does not have a 11 
substantial regional impact. B. Irwin seconded. The motion carried.  12 
 13 
Updates 14 
The Committee discussed the possibility of recording future virtual meetings. The Committee brought up 15 
potential concerns around the cost of storing meeting recordings, and questions related to Open Meeting Law 16 
requirements for meeting recordings. The Committee decided to table the issue for the time being.  17 
 18 
Other Business 19 
None. 20 
 21 
Adjourn 22 
B. Irwin motioned to adjourn. A. Voegele seconded. The Committee adjourned at 7:29.   23 
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