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BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING 1 
NORTHWEST REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION 2 

July 27, 2016 Draft Meeting Minutes 3 
 4 
The meeting of the Board of Commissioners was held at the Swanton Municipal Complex   5 
 6 
ATTENDANCE: 7 
Commissioners:  See attached.  A quorum was present to conduct business.   8 
Staff:  C. Dimitruk, B. Remmers and A. Holland.   9 
 10 
Chair B. Buermann began the meeting at 7:02 p.m.  11 
 12 
ADJUSTMENTS TO AGENDA: None. 13 
 14 
WELCOME, INTRODUCTIONS, OPENING REMARKS: B. Buermann welcomed everyone to the 15 
meeting.   16 
 17 
P. Dandurand, the Franklin County Youth Representative to the board, thanked the Commission 18 
for having him on the board.  He will be going to Clarkson University for mechanical engineering 19 
this fall and will no longer be able to serve.  The Commission thanked P. Dandurand for his 20 
service as the first youth representative.   21 
 22 
OPPORTUNITY FOR PUBLIC COMMENT: None. 23 
 24 
MINUTES 25 
Y. Dandurand motioned to approve minutes.  R. Devine seconded.  The motion passed.   26 
 27 
COMMISSION REPORTS 28 
Finance/Operations: – H. Garrett reported that the profit and loss sheet was included in the 29 
board packet.  There were some outstanding invoices but things look good.  The balance sheet 30 
also included the amount owed on the building as requested by board members. 31 
 32 
Personnel: – R. Devine reported that the Personnel Committee made salary recommendations 33 
to the executive committee prior to the July 27, 2016 board meeting.  H. Garrett noted that 34 
compensation is not typically advertised but it is public information.  35 
 36 
Executive:  B. Buermann reported that the Executive Committee met prior to the board 37 
meeting and ratified salary recommendations as presented by the Personnel Committee.   38 
 39 
 40 
 41 
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Policy/Project Review Committee – No report.  The Committee will meet the 2nd week in 1 
August.   2 
 3 
Transportation Advisory Committee:  D. Borthwick-Leslie announced Paul Hansen’s resignation 4 
from TAC to becmee a resident of Colorado.  P. Hansen served on the TAC for many years, the 5 
last several as Chair.  The TAC also discussed the General Road Municipal Permit and needed 6 
outreach to our communities.    7 
 8 
Energy Committee:  B. Buermann reported that the Committee started to review the draft 9 
Regional Energy Plan.  He anticipated that it would take several meetings to review.  The full 10 
draft should be available for the board in the fall.   11 
 12 
Brownfields:  L. Scangas reported the Committee approved to fund a phase 1 assessment for 13 
the former IGA building (known as the Prouty Building) in Swanton.   14 
 15 
VAPDA:  C. Dimitruk noted that VAPDA held its annual 2-day retreat in July.  The group 16 
reviewed past accomplishments and priorities for the new fiscal year.   17 
 18 
Regional Plan:  L. Douglas reported that the Implementation Report was included in the board 19 
packet. In the first year, significant progress was made on implementing the regional plan.   L. 20 
Douglas noted that the committee was refining the indices and which will probably be included 21 
in the next board packet.   22 
 23 
VEPC:  No Report.   24 
 25 
Downtown Development Board – A. Voegele reported that he attended his first meeting and 26 
looks forward to participating in the future. 27 
 28 
GMT – B. Buermann announced that C. Dimitruk is no longer the chair of the CCTA/GMTA board 29 
and he thanked her for her service.  B. Buermann reported that GMT was working on improving 30 
the site in St Albans and that some staff will be moving down to Burlington office.  This will 31 
allow for greater capacity of staff.  32 
 33 
Clean Water Committee- A. Holland reported that the most recent NRPC newsletter included a 34 
survey to get give guidance to the Committee on priorities within the region.  The Committee 35 
will meet about the 4th Thursday in August to talk about the Missisquoi Basin Tactical Basin 36 
Plan. 37 
 38 
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Office – A. Holland reported that she is working with St. Albans City and St. Albans Town on 1 
their storm water education program.  She also announced that NRPC has received a $25,000 2 
grant from EPA to fund outreach workshops for storm water education in rural area. One 3 
workshop will be road related and other about recommended landscaping practices.  She will 4 
also be working on outreach for the Missisquoi and Lamoille Tactical Basin plans.   5 
 6 
B. Remmers reported that the NRPC has released an RFP for a Grand Isle County Park and Ride 7 
Scoping study.  VTrans has identified the county as an underserved area for park and rides and 8 
gave us additional funding to hire a consultant to identify potential locations for a state park 9 
and ride and complete preliminary engineer on a selected site.  Plan to have a consultant 10 
onboard by September and will soliciting representation for the grand isle county towns to 11 
serve on a project committee.   12 
 13 
NRPC is working with 5 communities on road erosion and culvert inventories this field season.    14 
Work is funded through the Vermont Better Roads program (formally called the Better 15 
Backroads).  Having this inventory and an implementation plan will be a key requirement for 16 
the upcoming Municipal Roads General Permit – David-    In addition to the inventory, I will be 17 
working on outreach for the permit—town will have to start applying for coverage in 2018.    18 
 19 
C. Dimitruk announced that NRPC will have an Americorps VISTA member joining the office in 20 
August who will be focused on education and outreach. C. Dimitruk reported that the audit will 21 
begin August and it will be presented at the December board meeting. C. Dimitruk is working 22 
follow up from Act 174, the Energy Planning bill.  The key parts for NRPC and the municipalities 23 
are the changes that give greater weight to local and regional plans in the Section 248 process.  24 
By November 1, the Department of Public Service will release guidelines and standards by 25 
which local and regional plans will need to follow to give greater weight to the section 248 26 
approval process.  Draft guidelines will be available by mid-August.  C. Dimitruk noted that 27 
several staff members will be working in the State Emergency Operations Center over the 28 
weekend as part of the state-wide emergency drill called Vigilant Guard.  29 
 30 
FY 17 Committee Assignments 31 
M. Guernsey reported that draft committee assignments were included in packet.  He asked for 32 
any changes.  L. Ruple volunteered for one of the openings for the Regional Plan Committee.  D. 33 
Borthwick-Leslie volunteered for the other slot.  Chair B. Buermann asked if there were any 34 
other nominations.  None were made.   35 
 36 
C. Steen motioned to approve committee assignments as amended.   37 
 38 
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 2 
FY 17 Transportation Planning Initiative Budget and Work Program  3 
B. Remmers noted that the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) typically reviews the 4 
work program in its entirety and makes a recommendation for approval to the full Board of 5 
Commissioners.  Because of a clerical mistake, the full work program was not provided to the 6 
TAC at its July meeting.  Because of this, the full work program narrative and budget summery 7 
was included in the board packet for review.   8 
H. Garrett motioned to approved TPI work program.  Gerry Carton seconded. Motion carried.   9 
 10 
Other Business:   11 
H. Garrett encouraged commissioners to attend one of the regional Night Out events.  Swanton 12 
Police department will hold their event on August 2nd.   13 

ADJOURN 14 
P. Dandurand motioned to adjourn. Motion carried. 15 
 16 
Meeting adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 17 


