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POLICY/PROJECT REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 1 

 2 

WEDNESDAY, May 11, 2016 3 

 4 

The meeting of the Policy/Project Review Committee was held at the Swanton Village Complex in 5 

Swanton, VT.  At 5:44 PM, W. Irwin opened discussion.   6 

 7 

ATTENDANCE: 8 

Commission:  Garrett, Harold ; Guernsey, Michael ; Howrigan, Patrick ; Leach, Christopher ; 9 

Speer, Neal ; Steen, Colleen ; Charron, Claude ; Irwin, William ; Jensen, Sylvia ; Voegele, 10 

Albin ;  Lavoie, Ross ;  Larocque, Alisha . 11 

 12 

Staff:  T. Newton 13 

Guests: B. Buermann. 14 

 15 

Changes to Additions to the Agenda: 16 

W. Irwin noted that minutes from January will be approved, not minutes from the February meeting 17 

because there was no quorum in February and therefore a meeting did not actually occur.  The 18 

minutes from the meeting only constitute “notes.”   19 

 20 

T. Newton asked that he be able to update the committee on past projects at the end of the agenda. 21 

 22 

Minutes 23 

 24 

C. Steen moved to accept the minutes of the January meeting as amended in February.  A. Laroque 25 

seconded.  All in favor.   26 

 27 

Project Reviews  28 

 29 

Ben & Jerry's Homemade, Inc – Industrial Park Road. – Town of St. Albans 30 

Project Details: The applicant is asking for comments before they apply to Act 250. The project consists 31 

of a number of additions totaling 53,562 SF over two phases.  Truck loading and parking will be 32 

relocated on site.  Employee parking will be relocated and expanded.   The applicant is proposing to 33 

increase manufacturing capacity by roughly 30% and employees are expected to grow from 218 current 34 

(235 approved max) to a proposed 300. 35 

 36 

T. Newton provided an overview of the project.  He noted in his staff review that the Committee may 37 

want to focus their questions about the project on stormwater and transportation/alternative transit 38 

issues.  T. Newton noted that the project will occur within an existing industrial park and that the 39 

applicant is proposing to expand existing stormwater retention areas.  He also noted that there is no 40 

pedestrian access to the site or sidewalks within the parking area.   41 

 42 

M. Guernsey asked about wastewater capacity and about milk products in the waste stream.  A. 43 

Larocque noted that the applicant stated that the project is within its current allocation.    44 
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 1 

B. Buerman asked that more information about public transit be requested.  B. Irwin asked that the 2 

applicant provide more information about traffic and impact on Route 7 and Exit 19.  C. Leach noted 3 

that the plant used shift work to offset some of the employees times.  A. Voegele requested more 4 

information about the project timetable. M. Guernsey reiterated that the letter should be positive 5 

because the project would add a considerable amount of relatively well paying jobs.   6 

 7 

The Committee agreed to submit a letter to the applicant requesting additional information about the 8 

above cited issues. 9 

 10 

Solar Facility -   SolarSense VT VIII LLC – Rewes Drive –Town of St. Albans 11 

Project Details: 500 kW net-metered solar facility.  NRPC submitted comments after the applicant 12 

submitted a 45-day notice of application in December 2015.  The committee did not make a 13 

determination on whether the project will have substantial regional impact or on conformance with the 14 

Regional Plan. 15 

 16 

W. Irwin explained that this application had previously come before the Committee and that the 17 

Committee had provide the applicant with question.  T. Newton noted that the questions had been 18 

answered to the satisfaction of staff on all issues except in regard to the Federal Street Connector.  He 19 

noted that the connector is not in the Regional Plan, and that the City and Town did not have concerns 20 

about the proposed project being in the path of the future road.  The Committee discussed the issue of 21 

the Federal Street Connector and determined that it was the basis for finding that the project has 22 

substantial regional impact.  However, the Committee also determined that the project is in 23 

conformance with the Regional Plan. 24 

 25 

R. Lavoie and W. Irwin discussed decommissioning and if solar facilities would be considered 26 

brownfields in the future.  The Committee also discussed the net-metering program generally.  It was 27 

determined that Hermitage Resort in Wilmington, Vermont would receive the electricity generated at 28 

this facility.   29 

 30 

H. Garrett motioned for substantial regional impact and conformance with the regional plan.  A. 31 

Laroque seconded.  The motion carried with A. Voegele abstaining.   32 

 33 

Solar Facility – BDE Sheldon Woods LLC – 485 Woods Hill Road – Town of Sheldon 34 

Project Details: 500 kW net-metered solar facility. RPC submitted comments after the applicant 35 

submitted a 45-day notice of application in January. The Committee found that the project did not have 36 

a substantial regional impact and conforms to the Regional Plan. 37 

 38 

T. Newton explained that this project is moving forward, but there is discussion about the proposed 39 

decision.  He continued by discussing the term “land conservation measures” and whether or not the 40 

Regional Plan contained “land conservation measures.”  The Committee discussed the issue and how 41 

to ensure that the Regional Energy Plan contains “land conservations measures.”  The Committee 42 

decided to discuss the project again after a decision has been issued.   43 

 44 
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S.230 – Energy Siting Bill 1 

T. Newton provided an outline of the recently passed siting bill including information about the 2 

“certification” process that regions and municipalities can go through to have “substantial deference” 3 

in the Certificate of Public Good instead of “due consideration.”  He also noted that Regional Planning 4 

Commissions in the state would be receiving some state money to update the municipal plans in the 5 

region if municipalities choose to have “certified” plans.   6 

 7 

Other Updates 8 

T. Newton provided minor updates for the Northwestern Medical Center and BDE Grand Isle Solar 9 

projects.  He noted that he had spoken to Ranger Solar and Swanton Wind about forthcoming 10 

applications several months ago, but has had no further contact.   11 

 12 

Adjourn 13 

M. Guernsey motioned.  A. Larocque seconded.  The Committee adjourned at 7:16 PM.  14 


