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REGIONAL ENERGY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 1 

 2 

Thursday, July 7, 2016 3 

 4 

The meeting of the Regional Energy Committee was held at Franklin-Grand Isle Workforce Investment 5 

Board Training Facility in Swanton, VT.  At 5:53 PM, B. Buermann opened the meeting.   6 

 7 

ATTENDANCE: 8 

Commission:  Buermann, Bob ; Bilodeau, George ; Bothwick-Leslie, David ; DeBevec, Dennis 9 

; Leach, Christopher ; Irwin, William ; Voegele, Albin ; Speer, Neal ;  Larocque, Alisha ;  10 

Scangas, Laz ; Garrett, Harold ; Kane, Mark .  11 

 12 

Staff:  T. Newton 13 

Guests: N. Garland  14 

 15 

Welcome and Introductions 16 

 17 

Changes to Additions to the Agenda:  18 

B. Buermann asked for additions and deletions to the agenda.  There were non.   19 

 20 

Review of February 2016 Meeting Minutes 21 

No quorum.    22 

 23 

Review of Regional Energy Plan 24 

Committee decided to discuss the Regional Energy Plan despite the lack of quorum. 25 

 26 

Overview of Project and Plan Structure 27 

T. Newton provided a brief background on the purpose of the project and NRPC’s contractual 28 

requirements.  T. Newton then provided an explanation of the structure of the plan.   29 

 30 

Section I 31 

W. Irwin noted that the Executive Summary should be a little more substantial and that it should be 32 

detailed enough to allow the reader to get a fairly comprehensive understanding about what is 33 

contained within the plan.  A. Voegele and B. Buermann discussed adding more information regarding 34 

efficiency and weatherization, and the LEAP model, to the Executive Summary.  The Committee 35 

discussed including more information about the urgency of energy issues effecting the state and the 36 

challenges to plan implementation.  H. Garett requested that links between issues raised in this section 37 

and where those issues are discussed in the body of the plan.  D. Borthwick-Leslie suggested that a list 38 

of acronyms or terms be included as an appendix to the plan.   39 

 40 

Section II 41 

L. Scangus asked that language discussing NRPC’s work with VEIC be highlighted less and that the work 42 

of the Regional Committee be more emphasized in the plan.  The Committee agreed.   43 

 44 
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W. Irwin and A. Voegele stressed that importance of the Economic Needs subsection and relating this 1 

plan to the economic interests of Northwest Region.  W. Irwin suggested that the economic interests of 2 

the small utilities that serve the region be addressed in this section and the economic impacts, pro and 3 

con, of large renewable projects in the region be distributed region wide instead of town by town. 4 

 5 

Section III 6 

D. Borthwick-Leslie requested more discussion about the growing use of heat pumps be added to the 7 

section about residential heating.   8 

 9 

The Committee discussed providing better context for some of the calculations cited in this section. 10 

The Committee agreed to alter Figure 3.2 to have less information about renters verses homeowners, 11 

but to address the topic in text and to stress the inability of renters to influence fuel switching.  L. 12 

Scangus requested the Figure 3.3 be revised to provide more clarity about what date the figure is 13 

displaying.   14 

 15 

A. Voegele asked that it be made clear in the report that fossil fuels are at relatively low priced and 16 

that it be clear that it is from these prices that cost estimates were derived from in the plan.   17 

 18 

B. Buermann and W. Irwin stressed that the plan needs to focus on the need to expand weatherization 19 

efforts in the region to meet the 90 x 50 goal.   20 

 21 

L. Scangus asked why regional electrical usage isn’t available by town.   T. Newton stated that he 22 

believed that the data was available by zip code, but would check with the utilities.  The Committee 23 

requested that the data by zip code be displayed if they are available.  L. Scangus asked that the lack of 24 

enforcement of the residential and commercial state energy codes be discussed in the plan at greater 25 

length and detail.   26 

 27 

Schedule 28 

The Committee discussed meeting again on August 3rd in the NRPC offices at 5 PM.  The Committee 29 

decided that at least one more meeting should be held before the plan is released to the public for 30 

comment.  The Committee then requested that a written schedule be provided to each member. 31 

 32 

Adjourn 33 

 34 


