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Northwest Regional Planning Commission Clean Water Advisory Committee  
Draft Meeting Minutes, June 23, 2016 

Swanton Village Offices, 120 First Street, Swanton, VT  
 

NRPC CWAC Committee Members (1. Primary, 2. Alternate) 
Municipality, 
Organization Representative 

Municipality, 
Organization Representative 

Municipality, 
Organization Representative 

Alburgh (T)     Alburgh (V)  Bakersfield  

Berkshire 1.  Jason Doe          Enosburg Falls  Enosburgh   

Fairfax 
 

Fairfield 
1. Jaime Tibbits            
2. Adrian Forbes          

Fletcher 
 

Franklin 
1 – Yvon Dandurand

 
Georgia 

1. Kent Henderson      
2. Michael McCarthy  

Grand Isle 
1 – David Leslie   
 

Highgate 
 

Isle La Motte 
1. Rusty Spaulding      
2. Deb Spaulding         

Montgomery 
 

North Hero  Richford  Sheldon  

South Hero 
1. Richard Goggin  
2. Bob Buermann  

St. Albans (C) 
1. Chip Sawyer             
2. Alan Robtoy             

St.  Albans (T)  
1. Albin Voegele  
 

Swanton (V)  Swanton (T) 1. David Jescavage      FNLC 1. Denise Smith   

FWA 
 

FWC 
1. Jessica Draper         
2. Jeff Teitelbaum       

MRBA 
1. Jimmy Young   
2. Lindsay Wight  

SAAWA      
Other Attendees 
Kari Dolan, ANR   
NRPC Staff: Amanda Holland 

 

Adjustments to Agenda  
A. Holland adjusted the agenda to allow for regional updates after the discussion on the CWAC role. 
 
Welcome & Introductions  
A. Holland welcomed Committee members and the public to the meeting and began introductions.   
 
Role of the CWAC 
A. Holland outlined the role of the Committee based on the Committee Charge from December 
2015. NRPC views this Committee as an advisory body to the regional planning commission on 
water quality issues in the region and serves as a source of community input to the Vermont Agency 
of Natural Resources. This Committee will provide assistance to NRPC and the State as we take 
steps towards addressing some of the new requirements that are coming to the region from the 
Vermont Clean Water Act. 
 
Similar to NRPC’s other Advisory Committees; this committee can provide input on relevant issues. 
For example Plan and Project Review (PPR) and Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC): 
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• PPR – reviews development to identify if it will cause significant regional impact as outlined 
in our Regional Plan;  

• TAC – identifies road safety areas, prioritizes transportation projects based on local 
feedback (sidewalks, bridges, repaving) that are sent to VTrans to be incorporated into the 
state’s capital budget. 

 
The following is a list of roles Committee members should take: 

• Conduit of information back to municipality or organization.  
• Provide input on relevant issues such as the new permits from the Clean Water Act 

(Municipal General Roads Permit, 3 ac stormwater permit) and relevant programs. 
o Example the Clean Water Funding discussion this evening – CWAC hosting this 

meeting – discussion from this group and the public will help NRPC to develop 
comments on the funding proposal  

• Conduit of relevant information to Committee on water quality issues in your municipality 
or organization.  Either informational or identify if these issues are of regional concern and 
NRPC should engage appropriate state partners to address 

 
A. Holland asked the group what they would like to see this group do. Responses included: 
- Find a way to help package education and communication on Best Management Practices to 

towns and private landowners 
- Role of towns and small farms in terms of liability for water quality 
- In Islands more of a focus on road permits, less on stream bank issues and more on lakeshore 
 
Future agenda items could include FloodReady VT and restructuring of ERP grants and an 
explanation of the process 
 
Water Quality Updates  

- A public hearing on the Required Agricultural Practices took place on June 21st. These are 
expected to be finalized in September. They have a document posted on the Agency’s 
website that highlights the changes and comments will be taken until July 7th. 

- The Lake Champlain TMDL EPA report was released, no major changes to the amount and 
areas of required reductions from previous draft.  A. Holland reviewed the breakdown of 
phosphorus reductions in the Missisquoi Bay and St. Albans watershed by sector. 

 
BREAK 

(Five members of the public joined meeting for this portion of agenda) 
 
Conversation on Funding Clean Water Initiatives 
Kari Dolan from ANR came to have a discussion with municipalities, organizations and interested 
persons about water quality challenges in the region, the Clean Water Fund and current priorities, the 
process for setting next year’s Clean Water Fund priorities, and opportunities to participate, including a 
soon-to-be released Clean Water questionnaire. 
 
Kari noted that a forthcoming public survey in July will be collecting comment on FY2018 spending; this 
survey will ask respondents about priorities, where funding should be spent, the types of activities and 
how the board should make their decisions. 
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The following are comments from the participants and ANR’s response: 

- What percent is going to actions vs mapping and planning?  The message the public is 
getting from this handout is more money to planning 

o The intent is for most to go to implementing and action. 
- Who is implementing? How much going out in competitive grants 

o Intent is not to create a new level of programming but funnel through existing 
structures. Example ANR-ERP grants are a competitive process as is VTrans Better 
Roads grants.  Agency of Agric in process of working on RFP to create a contract 
process for incentives 

- Property transfer tax surcharge started at signing of bill of so for FY16 it is a lower amount 
$2 million. ANR cannot spend money that the legislature has not appropriated. In FY16-17 
this will get rolled together since late start with budget process 

- What amount is targeted for enforcement? 
o Part of pilot funding to Agency of Agric was to build capacity 

- Local watershed groups plan an important role in assisting with action – will there be 
funding to help pay for administration and aid in action for these groups? 

- What about inventory funding for farms? 
o There are Conservation Innovation Grants; Apex Model to identify a suite of 

practices and understand what the pollution reduction is of each practice.  Help 
farms identify what actions they can do to make a difference. 

 


