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POLICY/PROJECT REVIEW COMMITTEE MEETING NOTES 1 

 2 

WEDNESDAY, December 14, 2016 3 

 4 

The meeting of the Policy/Project Review Committee was held at the Georgia Public Library in Georgia, 5 

VT.  At 5:40 PM, W. Irwin opened the meeting.  6 

 7 

ATTENDANCE: 8 

Commission:  Garrett, Harold ; Guernsey, Michael ; Howrigan, Patrick ; Leach, Christopher ; 9 

Speer, Neal ; Steen, Colleen ; Charron, Claude ; Irwin, William ; Jensen, Sylvia ; Voegele, 10 

Albin ;  Lavoie, Ross ;  Larocque, Alisha . 11 

 12 

Staff:  T. Newton 13 

Guests: None. 14 

 15 

There was not a quorum of Committee members.    16 

 17 

Changes to Additions to the Agenda: 18 

None. 19 

 20 

Public Comment: 21 

No comment.   22 

 23 

Minutes 24 

No action.   25 

 26 

Project Reviews  27 

 28 

BDE Fairfield Lazar Solar, LLC – 11 Pond Road – Town of Fairfield 29 

Project Details: 500 kW net-metered solar facility.  The applicant had previously submitted a 45-day 30 

notice of application in August 2016. The applicant has now submitted full application. 31 

 32 

T. Newton noted that NRPC missed the deadline to request a hearing. He stated that the Agency of 33 

Natural Resources was not concerned about impacts on the nearby impaired waterway and that the 34 

project is located outside of the nearby wetland buffer.  C. Steen asked about the Town’s stance on the 35 

project.  T. Newton stated that he was unsure, but that he had been in contact with a neighbor about 36 

the project that was working with the applicant to install additional landscaping.  The Committee 37 

examined the viewshed analysis.   38 

 39 

VWSD, LLC – Sampsonville Road (VT 105) – Town of Enosburgh 40 

Project Details: 500 kW net-metered solar facility. The applicant had previously submitted a 45-day 41 

notice of application in May 2016. The applicant has now submitted full application. 42 

 43 



 

2 | P a g e  
 

T. Newton provided an overview of the project.  He noted that the previous quarry/sand pit on the site 1 

is not subject to Act 250 approval.  T. Newton noted that NRPC missed the deadline on requesting a 2 

hearing.  He stated that the aesthetic analysis finds that the project will only be visible for 3 

approximately a 600 foot stretch on VT 105, but encouraged the Committee to discuss the impacts on 4 

aesthetics.  C. Steen asked about the Town’s stance on the project.  T. Newton stated that he did not 5 

know the Town’s stance on the project, but that the project was located within the territory of the 6 

Enosburgh Village Electric Department and that the Village was not going to have an official stance on 7 

the project.  W. Irwin asked other topics that had been raised during the review of the 45-day notice of 8 

application in the spring of 2016.  T. Newton stated that the Committee had asked for a 9 

decommissioning plan and that the applicant had agreed to provide a decommissioning plan.   10 

 11 

BDE Main Lazar Solar – 3989 Route 105 – Town of Sheldon 12 

Project Details: 500 kW net-metered solar facility. The applicant had previously submitted a 45-day 13 

notice of application in October 2016. The applicant has now submitted full application. 14 

 15 

T. Newton stated that he had reached out to the applicant’s attorney regarding the removal of 16 

language in the draft decision about the “lack of applicable land conservation measures” in the 17 

Regional Plan and the fact that the applicant has not addressed how the project meets the land 18 

conservation measures contained in the local plan.  The Committee discussed how the project would 19 

meet the requirements of the local plan.  P. Howrigan stated that he thought that the project was well 20 

located.  W. Irwin asked about the distance of the project to the Missisquoi River.  P. Howrigan stated 21 

that it was about ¼ mile.  P. Howrigan asked about decommissioning.  T. Newton noted that the 22 

applicant stated in their application that no decommissioning plan is required per Public Service Board 23 

rules.   24 

 25 

Vermont Precision Tools – Precision Lane - Town of Swanton 26 

Project Details: 17,000 sq. ft. expansion and new 40,000 sq. ft. structure.  Both structures will be used 27 

for industrial uses.  The applicant is seeking comments from NRPC in anticipation for applying for an Act 28 

250 permit in 2017.   29 

 30 

T. Newton provided an overview of the project.  T. Newton stated that the Regional Plan calls for 31 

connection to existing bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure like the Lamoille Valley Rail Trail.  He also 32 

noted that the project is located in a sub-regional growth area where new sidewalk installation is 33 

mandatory per the Regional Plan.   The Committee noted that the project’s location in Swanton was 34 

ideal and in conformance with the Regional Plan.   35 

 36 

N. Speer mentioned that the GMT bus route was nearby, but he was unsure of the exact location.  He 37 

asked that the applicant clarify where the route was located.  He also noted that there had recently 38 

been sidewalk installed on Robin Hood Rd. and that the proposed project could connect to existing 39 

sidewalk via Precision Dr.   40 

 41 

Adjourn 42 

No quorum. 43 


