
NRPC MUNICIPAL PLAN REVIEW COMMITTEE 
October 26, 2020 

ATTENDANCE: 
Commission: Rowena Brown, Elisabeth Nance, Leonard Charron, Sarah Hadd, and Wesley 
Kempton 
Staff: Amanda Holland and Mark Serrano 
Public:  
 
The Municipal Plan Review Committee held a remote meeting via zoom on October 26, 2020.  
The meeting was opened by R. Brown at 5:32 PM. 

 
Additions and Deletions. None. 
  
Town Berkshire Plan Review  
R. Brown opened the public hearing at 5:36 PM. 
No public were present.  
R. Brown closed the public hearing at 5:40pm. 
 
A. Holland noted that since the Committee conducted the preliminary review of the plan in August 
the Berkshire Planning Commission provided the Implementation Assessment. Aside from 
addressed the identified issue with the current land use map omission, the Final Review and Energy 
Checklist are unchanged.  
 
E. Nance noted that inclusion of the photos was a good addition in the final plan.   
 
E. Nance moved to recommend regional approval of the Town of Berkshire Plan, L. Charron 
seconded.  All in favor. Motion carried.  
 
E. Nance motioned to recommend confirmation of the Town of Berkshire’s planning process to the 
Board of Commissioners. W. Kempton seconded.  All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
L. Charron motioned to recommend to the Board of Commissioners that NRPC provide a positive 
determination of energy compliance to the Town of Berkshire.  E. Nance seconded.    
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Town of Fairfield Preliminary Plan Review 
The 2020 plan revision focused on updating data and the recommended implementation actions. 
The Town will be seeking a Regional Approval and confirmation of the planning process after 
plan adoption this fall.  

a. Review Draft Staff Summary. Staff performed a preliminary review on the October 2020 
draft of the Fairfield Town Plan. Based on this draft the plan did not meet the review 
requirements in the Energy section and Housing element both due to a need for additional 
implementation actions. For example, the housing section talks about affordable housing 
but there were no implementation actions to support this measure.  

 
 



 
b. Address Initial Questions and Comments.  

E. Nance asked the timeline for when the Plan will come back to the Committee. A. Holland noted 
it would be after the Town adoption process this fall.  
 
S. Hadd noted this plan has a comprehensive history section that was well written. The plan 
identifies areas that are poorly suitable for development (Uplands District) and it appears have 
done a good job containing development in these areas.  
 
In terms of affordable housing, the plan does not talk about rentals or accessory dwellings; this 
could be an area to address affordability and additionally youth retention. W. Kempton asked if 
there is a blueprint other communities are using to appease this question of how to address 
affordable housing.  A. Holland noted that several communities are challenged by a lack of rentals 
and accessory dwellings to provide a variety of housing opportunities to residents; addressing these 
issues along with assessing the current housing stock are steps other communities are taking. 
 
E. Nance stated that the Swanton Town Plan has objectives to explore partnerships with the groups 
like the Champlain Housing Trust, review of regulations to allow for higher densities were 
appropriate and incentivizing accessory dwellings to create more housing.  
 
The Committee noted that it would helpful to have additional information to characterize 
agricultural trends.  The plan states that the number of parcels in agriculture has not really changed 
but the number of farms is changing. How can a community tell how the agricultural sector is 
doing based on information? W. Kempton noted that on at least two occasions the plan mentioned 
the number of farms has gone down the land in farming (based on parcels) has increased.   
 

c. Set Hearing Date.  Will wait on this action until the Town’s adoption schedule is known.  
 
Other Business 

• August minutes were not circulated and will be on the next agenda. 
• The Committee will not plan to meet again until after the adoption of the Fairfield or 

Fletcher Town Plans.  It is anticipated the next Committee meeting will be in January.  
 

Adjourn 
E. Nance motioned to adjourn, seconded by W. Kempton. The Committee adjourned at 6:03 PM.  


