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REGIONAL ENERGY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 1 

 2 

Wednesday, September 14, 2016 3 

 4 

The meeting of the Regional Energy Committee was held at Northwest Regional Planning Commission 5 

in St. Albans, VT.  At 5:10 PM, B. Buermann opened the meeting.   6 

 7 

ATTENDANCE: 8 

Commission:  Buermann, Bob ; Bilodeau, George ; Bothwick-Leslie, David ; Leach, Christopher 9 

; Irwin, William ; Voegele, Albin ; Speer, Neal ;  Larocque, Alisha ;  Scangas, Laz ; 10 

Garrett, Harold .  11 

 12 

Staff:  T. Newton 13 

Guests:  Tom Benton, St. Albans Messenger.   14 

 15 

Changes to Additions to the Agenda 16 

No quorum.   17 

 18 

Welcome and Introductions 19 

 20 

Public Forum 21 

None. 22 

 23 

Review August Minutes 24 

No quorum. 25 

 26 

Review of Regional Energy Plan 27 

B. Buermann asked if the Executive Summary could highlight more of the concerns previously 28 

expressed by C. Leach about economic and environmental costs of meeting the 90 x 50 renewables 29 

goal.   T. Newton agreed that the Executive Summary could go more depth about the challenges to 30 

plan implementation outlined in Section VI.  W. Irwin stressed talking about the development of the 31 

regional energy generation maps in the Executive Summary.   32 

 33 

A. Voegele stated that it should be made clear that the “savings” in the plan that will be gained from 34 

transitioning from fossil fuels to other fuel sources is based on current fuels prices.  He noted that fossil 35 

fuel prices may rise if the economy grows in the future and consumptions rises.    A. Voegele also noted 36 

that the plan should talk about the size of homes and the need for smaller homes with less energy 37 

needs.    38 

 39 

The Committee discussed the need to talk about the Northwest Region within the larger energy grid. B. 40 

Buerman noted the Northwest Region is located adjacent to the grids of New York State and Quebec, 41 

two places from which electricity is imported to Vermont and the Northwest Region.  He noted that it 42 

the baseload power from hydro generating facilities in adjacent regions will need to be balanced with 43 

renewables generated within the Northwest Region.  The Committee then discussed providing some 44 
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better context about the region’s energy use compared to the State and the entire country to provide 1 

some sense of scale.    2 

 3 

The Committee discussed doing a public summary, or info graphic, to be released along with a press 4 

release when the Regional Energy Plan is rolled out to the public in late September/early October.  B. 5 

Buermann noted that MWh should be added to Figure 3.1 in the plan.   T. Newton also noted the need 6 

for better graphics in the plan pertaining to solar generation needed and acreage.  A. Voegele also 7 

asked for some basic demographic information about the region, like population, in the plan.  T. 8 

Newton noted that he could provide such in a “call out” box in the introduction.  W. Irwin stated that 9 

the plan should have some language that continues to support the Northwest Region’s commitment to 10 

decommissioning and a strong aesthetic test at the Public Service Board.   11 

 12 

T. Newton informed the Committee that the plan had been sent to the editor.  The Committee asked 13 

that the Executive Summary be revised and sent out to the Committee for review over the weekend 14 

for further comment.   15 

 16 

Schedule 17 

T. Newton provided a draft schedule of the forthcoming public meetings associated with plan rollout in 18 

early October.  He noted that the dates and time are tentative and will be sent out to the Committee 19 

when confirmed.   20 

 21 

Adjourn 22 

Adjourned at 6:42 PM.   23 


