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REGIONAL ENERGY COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 1 

 2 

Tuesday, April 11, 2017 3 

 4 

The meeting of the Regional Energy Committee was held at Northwest Regional Planning Commission 5 

in St. Albans, VT.  At 5:05 PM, B. Buermann opened the meeting.   6 

 7 

ATTENDANCE: 8 

Commission:  Buermann, Bob ; Bilodeau, George ; Bothwick-Leslie, David ; Leach, Christopher 9 

; Irwin, William ; Voegele, Albin ; Speer, Neal ;  Larocque, Alisha ;  Scangas, Laz ; 10 

Garrett, Harold .  11 

 12 

Staff:  T. Newton and C. Dimitruk. 13 

Guests:  None.  14 

 15 

Changes to Additions to the Agenda 16 

There was no quorum.  No changes to the agenda.  17 

 18 

Welcome and Introductions 19 

B. Buermann welcomed folks to the meeting.  20 

 21 

Public Forum 22 

No comment. 23 

 24 

Review Minutes 25 

The August and September minutes were not reviewed because there was no quorum. 26 

 27 

Review of Regional Energy Plan 28 

T. Newton reviewed the progress made since the last meeting of the Committee in September 2016.  29 

C. Dimitruk noted that the National Natural Landmark in Isle La Motte (Chazy Fossil Reef) would be 30 

removed from all resource maps as a “regional constraint” that would be treated as a “known 31 

constraint.”  32 

 33 

The Committee discussed how to integrate local designated conservation land use areas into the 34 

regional maps.  T. Newton provided the Committee with a map and noted the communities that have 35 

the strongest language regarding protection of natural resources.  The Committee found that staff 36 

should review the town plan language again, but to generally treat those conservation areas with 37 

strong language as “known constraints” and those with not-quite-as-strong language as “possible 38 

constraints.”   39 

 40 

The Committee then discussed regional targets for solar and wind generation.  The Committee decided 41 

to stick with the high solar, low wind scenario when setting regional targets.   42 

 43 
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T. Newton then noted some changes to the regional wind map, notably that wind speeds (at hub 1 

heights of 50 and 70 meters) would be mapped instead of wind classification.  This change, and other 2 

changes required with the Department of Public Service’s list of “known” and “possible” constraints, 3 

resulted in not many areas in the region being available for “commercial” or “industrial” wind facilities.   4 

 5 

C. Dimitruk noted that the new guidelines from the state did not require a RPC to accommodate 6 

“industrial wind” or set municipal targets for wind generation. The Committee discussed if it should 7 

continue to allow “industrial wind” in the region, especially in the context that not many areas in the 8 

region would be able to accommodate such a large project.  The Committee decided to not plan for 9 

“industrial wind” in the region, except where a municipality has chosen a preferred location for an 10 

“industrial wind” facility or has at least decided that an “industrial wind”-sized project can be located in 11 

the municipality.  The Committee further decided to define “industrial wind” in the regional plan as 12 

those facilities with towers greater than 150 ft. in height (just the tower: not including the blade). This 13 

determination was made after reviewing tower heights for other “industrial wind” facilities in 14 

Vermont. 15 

 16 

Schedule 17 

C. Dimitruk reviewed a proposed schedule for adoption of the Regional Energy Plan and for adoption of 18 

amendments to the Regional Plan.  C. Dimitruk noted that staff would provide a review of the Regional 19 

Energy Plan at the Board meeting in April.  Regional Plan Committee would then hold a meeting in May 20 

to review amendments to the Regional Plan.  C. Dimitruk noted that the Board meeting in May would 21 

have to be moved up a week to accommodate the first hearing on the Regional Energy Plan and 22 

Regional Plan amendments.  There would then be a second hearing at the Board meeting in June.  23 

Ideally, both documents would be adopted after the hearing at the Board meeting in June.   24 

 25 

Adjourn 26 

The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:00 PM.   27 


